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Executive Summary

In Georgetown County we had a dilemma. The business owners were complaining that the school system was not graduating useful potential employees. The schools/students complained that the local businesses were never giving them an opportunity to prove themselves.

Donald Trump, a successful entrepreneur, developed a television show to help him evaluate select superb managers called the “Apprentice”. We took the concept and developed the “Junior Apprentice Program.” We selected students, started on Monday educating/teaming them, and on Thursday present a comprehensive business plan to a CEO (Bob Jewel – Brookgreen Gardens).
The groups far exceeded our expectations. The caliber of talent we saw in the students was incredible.  They demonstrated they had “Competence and Passion” par excellence. 

Description

This summer the Georgetown County Chamber of Commerce, the Georgetown County School District and SCORE presented an exciting, entrepreneurial opportunity for rising 9th and 10th graders.  The Junior Apprentice entrepreneurial competition has prepared future business owners and employees for the working world beyond their high school experience.  So students will hear “You’re Hired rather than You’re Fired.”

The competition took place at Georgetown Middle School in Georgetown. Twenty students from Georgetown High Schools broke into teams, selected project managers and a business that they felt they could win the competition with. On the final day of competition, the teams made a formal presentation and handed in a business plan to a local CEO for the final pronouncement “hopefully” of “You’re Hired!”  

The impetus for this program was business owners that claimed the schools were not putting out quality graduates suitable for business. The educators claimed that the businesses never looked at the students for anything more than menial tasks. The Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and SCORE developed this program to ascertain who was right.

We enlisted the Georgetown County School district to join our team. We went to the four high schools and four middle schools and focused on students that would in high school in the fall. We developed an application for any student that wanted to participate. They had to be business oriented, write a paragraph on why they wanted to participate and then have a written recommendation from a teacher.

We wound up with twenty three students and split them into four teams this year. This year the winning team’s business was a Solar Panel Installation Company.
Summary of success

· The average student dedicated 7 hours a day in the classroom for 4 days. 

· The majority of the students did an additional 7 hours of homework per night.  

· Each day they came dressed for success and full of enthusiasm.
· Student Feedback: 

· Enjoyed working in groups, meeting new people, starting a business 
· Prepared me to start my own business
· Didn’t know anything when I came. Leaving with a great understanding
· Learned about leadership and how you have to deal with everyone in business
· I can do anything I put my mind to

· I can compete with college students

· I can be a teen entrepreneur

· Had a lot of fun

· With teamwork you can get a lot accomplished

If you want to start this program in your county contact your local SCORE office!!!
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