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‘T think I'm a people
person,” Avila said. “I like
making new friends. My
teammates and I are get-

ting along really wejl ”

- The competition tock
on a more eco-friendly out-
look two years ago. Check-
aneck says the switch hag
been beneficial to all who
have been involved,

“Being environmental-
1y conscious is the wave of
the future,” Checkaneck
said. “Businesses that are
unable to ‘go green’ don’t
survive.”

. Protecting “the envi-
ronment is something we
have to think about,” Avi-
la said. “If we don’t fix the
problem now, it will never
get solved.”

Prospective business-
es in this years compe-
tition run the gamut of
environmentally friend}i-
ness. Becker’s team choge
a hydroelectric planetar-
ium as its project, while
Avila’s team is focusing on
an eco-garage. Ideas are
chosen for their practical-
ity as well as their inhova-
tion.- o
~_“There are no hydro-
‘electric planetarium’s in
South - Carolina,” Becker
said. “As a business, we
won’t have much competi-
tion.” j
“We want to change en-

gines so they can be run on
solar power,” Avila said.
“Our garage will help pro-
tect the environment.”

SCORE is a volunteer
organization that helps
mentor small business-
es and prospective en-
trepreneurs across the
United States. Students
participating in the ju-
nior apprentice program
learn many of the same
principles and concepts
the organization teaches
during its classes at Hor-
ry-Georgetown Technical
College.

“T've been . very im-
pressed by how quick-
ly they pick things up,”

Checkaneck said.’
Since its inception, the
junior apprentice pro-

gram has benefitted more
than 200 students. For-
mer students arre still in
contact with the program,
and several are part of
the competition this year
serving as mentors.

‘“In the years we've
done this we've only had
one complaint,” Checka-

neck said, “And that is

that students wanted the
program to last ancther
week. It's such an uplift-
ing experience working
with these kids. You can
see that the future is in
good hands.” :



